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A Guide for Canadian Imams 1 Year Post oct. 7




ASKS FROM OUR IMAMS

& MASJID BORRDS

1. Use the Talking Points and Sample Khutbah below to give a Palestine-focused
Khutbah on Friday, October 4th. The intent is to re-engage our community spiritually
and practically on Palestine a year into the genocidal campaign in Gaza.

2. Please note that this is an attempt to recognize that almost one year has passed of
an ongoing expanding genocide of our brothers and sisters in Palestine and now
extending to Lebanon. It is not a celebration of any sort.

3. Plan for special programming between October 4th and October 10th, ideas include:

e Joining the community strike on Monday, October 7th

e Doing special qiyam with duaa

e Asking the community to fast and breaking fast together

e Performing Duwaa Al-Qunoot after Isha

e Conducting an educational session/ series on Al-Agsa or Palestine

e Announcing related events and activities the community can participate in (e.g.,
protests, fundraisers, talks and lectures, political engagement, election
mobilization, etc.)
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KHUTBAH TALKING POINTS

1. Oneyearinto the Genocide in Gaza marks one year of resilience against Israeli
military aggression and 76 years of occupation
e Our brothers and sisters in Palestine have been resilient for over a year now,
facing a brutal genocide under the watch and complicity of the international
community. The faith of the Palestinians and their reliance on Allah are reasons
for their resilience and perseverance. Their sense of responsibility to defend their
people and their land is also a primary reason for their strength and
determination.
e The Palestinians have been defending themselves as per their God-given right
and as per International law using the limited means they have. This is a result of
76 years of brutal occupation that has continuously used violence and aggression
against all Palestinians. Illegal occupation is the root cause of all trouble and
violence in the region.
e The strength and resilience of Palestinians should inspire us to leverage the
means we have and support them keeping our context in mind.

“And seek help through patience and prayer, and indeed, it is difficult except for the humbly
submissive [to Allah].” (Al-Baqarah:45)

Sa’d b. Abi Waqqas reported: I said: O Messenger of Allah, who are the most afflicted
of all people? He replied: The prophets, then the righteous people, then those who are
nearest to them in perfection and those who are nearest to them. Man is tested
according to this piety; if he is strong in religion, his test is increased, and if he is
weak in religion, his test is reduced. A believer will be tested until he walks on the
earth sinless (his sins having been erased by the series of afflictions that he has
endured). [Tirmidhi]
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KHUTBAH TALKING POINTS

2. Palestine a Central Cause for Muslims
e The Palestinian cause is a central cause for Muslim. Standing up for this just
cause is a core part of our belief.

e Justice is a core value in Islam, enjoining good, stopping evil and implementing
justice are obligations on every able Muslim set by Allah.
“And think not that Allah is unaware of what the oppressors do. He only grants them respite
until the day the eyes will stare in horror.” (Ibrahim: 42)

¢ The sanctity of human life is dear to Allah. We have an Islamic duty to protect it.
“That is why We ordained for the Children of Israel that whoever takes a life—unless as a
punishment for murder or mischief in the land—it will be as if they killed all of humanity; and
whoever saves a life, it will be as if they saved all of humanity. Although Our messengers already
came to them with clear proofs, many of them still transgressed afterwards through the land.”
(Al-Ma’idah: 32)

e Defending and liberating Muslim land is an obligation on Muslims.

o Al-Agsais at the heart of Palestine; It was the first Qibla for Muslims and the third
Holy masjid encouraged to travel to for worship. It’s the blessed land, the land of
the prophets and the place where Prophet Muhammad ascended to the seventh
sky; the blessing of this land transcends space into blessing our life and time.

“Exalted is He who took His Servant by night from Al-Masjid Al-Haram to Al-Masjid Al-Aqsa,
whose surroundings We have blessed, to show him Our signs. Indeed, He is the Hearing, the
Seeing.” (Al-Israh:1)
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KHUTBAH TALKING POINTS

3. We are one Ummah
e The killing of our brothers and sisters in Palestine and Lebanon affects us directly
as connected members of this ummah.

e The prophet SAW said “"The believers in their mutual kindness, compassion and
sympathy are just like one body. When one of the limbs suffers, the whole body
responds to it with wakefulness and fever". [Al-Bukhari and Muslim].
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e The strength and dignity of our Ummabh are highly interconnected with the
liberation of Palestine. All Muslims have a responsibility to contribute and
support a free Palestine, all within their respective context and means.

4. The Impact of the Palestinian Struggle in Canada
e Palestine is not an isolated cause from the challenges our community experiences
right here at home. It has become clear that Islamophobia and Anti-Palestinian
racism are directly connected and feed one another and are provoked by the same
groups.

e The attempts to silence protests, students and anti-genocide advocates shows
that the struggle for Palestine is a struggle for our rights and freedoms in Canada.
If we do not step up in support of the Palestinian cause, our livelihood will also be
impacted as we have seen targeting of Muslims and Arabs on campuses, in big
corporations, in health care and media institutions.
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KHUTBAH TALKING POINTS

5. Our Responsibility to Act and What We Can Do?

Let those who would sacrifice this life for the Hereafter fight in the cause of Allah. And whoever
fights in Allah’s cause—whether they achieve martyrdom or victory—We will honour them with
a great reward. And what is it with you? You do not fight in the cause of Allah and for oppressed
men, women, and children who cry out, “Our Lord! Deliver us from this land of oppressors!
Appoint for us a saviour; appoint for us a helper—all by Your grace.” (An-Nisa: 74-75)

a. We have a responsibility to:
= Act as Muslims to do our maximum.
= Act because it is our religious duty.
= Defend our brothers and sisters by stopping complicit governments from
arming and aiding the aggressors.
= Stand up for justice.
= Speak up for truth.
= Enjoin good and forbid evil (with our hands, our tongues and our hearts
as the prophet pbuh said).
b. What can we do?
= Duaa and Prayers: We must dedicate a portion of our personal and
collective worship (dwaa, tahajjud, qunoot) to seek Allah’s assistance in
enabling us to enact justice and alleviating the conditions of our brothers
and sisters. This is important but not enough. We have to do more.

Prophet Muhammad said, “Beware of the supplication of the oppressed, for thereis no
barrier between it and Allah.” [Sahih al Bukhari]

= Engage and support advocacy to pressure the government to end its
complicity in genocide, to put pressure to end the aggression and to
contribute to the relief of our brothers and sisters. We need to think
long-term and demonstrate that we can reward and punish politicians,
we must be principled in how we speak out and how we vote.
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KHUTBAH TALKING POINTS

“And do not follow the command of the transgressors, who spread corruption throughout the
land, never setting things right.” (Ash-Shw’ara:151-152)

= Influence Public Opinion: We must engage in public dialogue (online and
in person), change the narrative and increase public awareness with our
cause. We must support the youth to carry the cause and spread it in
their spaces.

“Oh you who believe, be conscious of Allah and speak wovds of clear truth.” (Al-Ahzab:70)
“Invite to the way of your Lord with wisdom and beautiful preaching, and argue with them
in a way that is best. Indeed, your Lord is most knowing of who has strayed from His way,
and He is most knowing of who is [rightly] guided.” (An-Nahl:125)

= Change Ourselves: We must seek to challenge ourselves, disrupt our lives
a little, and elevate our activism in a consistent way. No pain, no gain.
Making change is hard, we are not here to do easy things, we are here to
do great things on earth and fulfill the purpose of our creation

“Indeed, Allah will not change the condition of a people until they change whatisin
themselves.” (Ar-Ra’d:11)

“So do not weaken and do not grieve, and you will be superior if you are [true]
believers.” (Al-Imran: 139)

“For indeed, with hardship [will be] ease. Indeed, with hardship [will be] ease.” (Ash-
Sharh:s-6)
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SAMPLE KHUTBAH
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Allah (swt) unequivocally orders the believers in the Qur'an to actively seek justice, in
all its forms, whether it’s as small as fair dealings in the marketplace or as grand as
implementing justice in how nations and tribes interact with one another.

Our brothers and sisters in Palestine and now Lebanon have been undergoing an
unjust, oppressive and criminal military campaign for over a year now; they have been
calling on the world, they have been calling on Muslim around the world to stand up
for them, to do whatever is in their ability to support their pursuit of peace, freedom
and justice.

Brothers and sisters, supporting those who need us around the world, and especially

actively supporting our brothers and sisters in Palestine is as Islamic as praying and
fasting.
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SAMPLE KHUTBAH
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The Prophet of Allah told a man who asked him about the best of actions that for him
(the Prophet), addressing the need of a brother is more beloved to him than doing
i'tikafin his Masjid (Masjid Nabawi).

Brothers and sisters, what other evidence or proof are we looking for, put yourself in
their shoes and tell me how you would like to see the ummah around the world react.

Palestine is not just any cause, the blessed land as Allah (swt) called it many times in
the Qur'an which includes Gaza has Al-Agsa Mosque, which is the first Qiblah for our
faith and a destination that we get rewarded for visiting. Praying in Al-Agsa is
rewarded 500 more times than elsewhere. This place was where our Prophet ascended
to the seventh sky during Isra and Miraj. This is the only Masjid in the entire world,
where all the Prophets visited and prayed, emphasizing its significance in the eyes of
Allah to us and the rest of humanity. Palestine is not just history, it’s a barometer for
the strength and dignity of our ummabh, it’s the place the Muslim always prioritized
liberating and looking after throughout the Khilafah whether at the time of Umar Ibn
Al-Khattab in our early history or during Salahuddin Al-Ayoubi reign 800 years ago.

Brothers and sisters, this cause and this land isn’t just a responsibility upon our

shoulders, it’s not just a burden, it is a blessed land as Allah (swt) called it and that
blessing could be a cause for blessing in your life and affairs as well.
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SAMPLE KHUTBAH

Allah (swt) says in the Qur'an:
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Exalted is He who took His Servant by night from al-Masjid al-Haram to al-Masjid al-
Agsa, whose surroundings We have blessed, to show him of Our signs. Indeed, He is
the Hearing, the Seeing.

All of this should make us take this issue to heart, we should take it personally. That if
I am not personally contributing to seeking justice, freedom, liberation of Palestine
and of our brothers and sisters there, that it’s me who’s losing out, not them. Our
brothers and sisters in Gaza have already passed their test, they're victorious in the
eyes of Allah, and it’s us that are now going through a test; what’s happening in
Palestine is connected to what’s happening here in Canada. The manifestations of
Islamophobia, the Anti-Palestinian racism, the silencing of voices whether on the
streets or the workplace, the intimidation tactics, we cannot be silent in the face of
what’s happening over in Palestine or the side effects we’re experiencing here in
Canada either.

I ask Allah (swt) to enable us to prioritize this cause, allow us to take it seriously, make

it part of our day to day life and make its blessing rub off on our personal,
professional, and spiritual lives. Ameen!
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SAMPLE KHUTBAH
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Brothers and sisters, let’s get practical.

The people of Gaza have not been staying silent, they have been defending themselves
as per their God given right and per International Law and Article 51 of the UN
Charter. The impact they're able to achieve with very few resources is incredible and
they should be commended for their resilience in the face of the oppression they still
face a year into this genocidal campaign.

To each is their context and in our context, there is a lot that we can do. Allah blessed
us with safety and security, with health and wealth, with freedom to speak and
positions of influence to utilize. We should use these means to do what we can from
here in Canada to achieve two things:

1- Support the pursuit of our brothers and sisters for justice and liberation
2- Strengthen the position and influence of our Muslim community here in Canada

But, what can we do?
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The ways we can achieve these objectives are plenty, the Prophet (PBUH) says that
whoever witnesses wrongdoing, let him change it with his hand, if he cannot then
with his tongue and if he cannot then with his heart.
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SAMPLE KHUTBAH

So what can we do with our hands? A lot actually, we must keep this cause alive on the
streets, protest this government’s complicity and keep Palestine front and centre in
the realm of public discourse, we can boycott businesses that are complicit, we must
also utilize upcoming opportunities in Federal and provincial elections to vote anyone
who was complicit in this genocide out of office, regardless of how we’d be impacted
here at home, we must demonstrate strength and that we can reward and punish
regardless of party line and however uncomfortable that maybe. Stay tuned for
election strategy announcements from political advocacy organizations in the
community.

What can we do with our tongues? Talking to your neighbors, engaging on social
media, and educating the general public and even our own community, especially the
younger generation who we need to raise with the love of Palestine and the love of
justice in their hearts.

What can we do with our hearts? Making regular and persistent du’aa for our brothers
and sisters, and making our Masajid alive in Qunoot prayers and other acts of
worship that are pleasing to Allah (swt).

Brothers and sisters, the bottom line is this, we have no excuses. Not having time is
not an excuse, being busy is not an excuse, not having skills is not an excuse. If we're
not willing to challenge ourselves now, then when do we think we’ll ever do that? If
we’re not okay to disrupt our lives in some shape way or form now, then are we really
sacrificing. It’s too easy. No pain, no gain. We must all try harder and try to take our
activism up a level. It’s been a year and our brothers and sisters in Palestine have not
given up, so how could we? If not now, then when?
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SAMPLE KHUTBAH
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May Allah (swt) enable us to stand for justice and support our brothers and sisters in
every way we could!

May Allah allow us to become bold and brave and able to face the challenges our
ummah is going through whether here at home or in Palestine and other places
around the world!

May Allah give us barakah in our work, enable us to be effective in what we do, and

allow us to witness the liberation of Palestine firsthand and be amongst the ones who
contributed to it!
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